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SMEAINBOD Y OF REPORT

Points to be covered (plus any other relevant areas):

1. Analysis of Family Background.

2. Previous History of Involvement with Hearing System,

3. The Chiid.

4. The School.

5. Attitude to Grounds of Referral. '
6. Plan of Work,

7. Matters of Particular Concern.

8. Assessment and Possible Options.

Mrs Duncan, Lewis's mother, was born in Lugan, North Ireland, Her father was in the RAF and in the
course of her upbringing she lived abroad and in various parts of the UK,

She met her husband, the father of both her sons, while living in Kinloss, Scotland. The couple .re
mart d for over six years when the parental relationship broke down. Lewis was about three and a Lalf
years of age at this time, he has vague recollections of his birth father, however has always regarded John
Cameron as his father.

Following the break down of the marital refationship Mrs Duncan met and formed & co-habiting relationship
with John Cameron. The couple rasided together for eight years and both boys regard Mr Camercn s ‘dad’.

couple moved from the North of Scotland to Troon approximately three years ago. Soon after this mave
.ﬂu,- .::s;uple’s relationship breke down end Mrs Duincan resided independently with both boys uniil she
formed a relaiionship with George Wilson. Mr Wilson bought a house in Irvine and Mrs Duncan and the
boys moved to reside in this area. The boys continued to enjoy a close relationship with Mr Cameron.

Levis did not enjoy a happy relauowshm with Mr Wilson, on 17" December 1996, two weeks into the
reiationship, a Child Profection {ﬂvemp’atl\,n was undertaken when Lewis aileged that Mr Wilson had
assaulted h:m. No further action was taken at that time as there was no evidence to corroborate Lewis's

statement. On 26" February 1997 social work staflf noted bruising ro Lewis's eye during a routine visit,

On 29" May 1997 a further Child Protection Investigation was undertaken when Mr Wiison assaulted Lewis
in the local community, this assault being witnessed by neighbours. Following this incid ot work was
uadertaken with the family when Mr Wilson was asked to take a ‘back seat' leaving Mrs D .1 o deal
with any discipline issues re Lewis. By December 1997 the relaticnship between Mr Wilsen and Mrs
Duncan broke down, following a further violent cutburdt, Mrs Duncan and the boys were accommodaied in
bed and breakfast accommodation uniil allocated the prasent family home in Castlepark.

On 27™ Augus - - ntactad the family social worker to inform her that during an argumens
wi‘n Lew =:a cereal bowi haG birucla him in the faue, cutting him. Child Protection Proceduras were
undertaken and Lewis was treated at Crosshouse Hospital for a cut to his forehead and nose
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Thgunh i Wasg ['ECOEHHEQ that the 1["‘]131'\' Was I‘!{'(:!‘-uu'f canserd "C-..Idcl‘lEBuV it was felt that ihe ”E‘ihi()!’lShir
bewm.n s Duncan and Lewis had deteriorated and both agreed to a volumtary reception iate care under

Section 25 Children (Scotland) Act 1995.
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Due to ongoing school attendance problems as well as relationship problems Lewis has remained in care,
initialiy in Dalrymple Place Childrens Unit, then Newfield since July 1998 at Kibbie School,

Mr Cameron has throughout the period since he split up from Mrs Duncan remained in contact with Lewis

and his brother. The boys have regular contact with him, spending weekends and holiday periods in Mr
Cameron’s care. )

The relationship between Mrs Duncan and Mr Cameron however, remains very poor with a great deal of
animosity being demonstrated by Tboth adults. Mrs Duncan can often appear to be the most antagonistic
person in these confrontations given that she becomes very emotional and verbally expresses her feelings,
M: Cameron, though appearing quiet and controlled, is however equally confrontational, using key words
and phrases which result in antagonising any confrontational situation.

Since Lewis was received into care the couple have established a pattern of shared care whereby he spent
time with both parents, the pattern of contact being established via contact contract meetings chaired by
social work staff, Recently Lewis has been reluctant to reside with his mother and has consistently stated
his wish to reside with Mr Cameron on a permanent basis.

Initially Mrs Duncan was not happy about this plan, nor the fact that social work and residential staff felt
that Lewis’s opinion should be listéned to, at one point expressing the opinion that if Lewis did not return to
reside with her he should remain in care. She expressed the opinion that her sons were being split up and
that they should live together, it has been pointed out to Mrs Duncan that her sons have already been split uc
since Lewis bas becn Looked After by the Local Authority since 1997.

By Decermber 1998 the relationship between Lewis and his mother deteriorated and following a
confrouiation in the family home contact ceased. At a Looked After Review on 22™ December 1998 Mr..
Duncan advised that she no longer objected to the plans that Lewis move to a day boy placement ar the
Kibble School and reside with Mr Cameron.

In Ocrot 1996, Lewis was made subject to Voluntary Supervision under Section 39 (2) Social Work
(Scotland) Act 1968.

|
2" September 1997  Children’s Hearing Decision Lewis admitted to Newfield under Section 69 (4) fus

residentjal assessment.

30" September 1997 Children’s Hearing decision residentia! order under Section 70 naming Newfield.

|

10" March 1998 Childrens Hearing - continued for supplementary report.

14™ Aprit 1998 Continued Ps‘ycho!ogical and Safeguarder reports.

19" May 1998 Continued for Psychological réport

17" July 1998 Childrens Hearing - decision o vary the Supervision Requirement to name Kibble
School.,

13" August 1998 Childrens Hearing, Supervision Requirement varied to name Kibble School.
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Lewis is a healthy voung man who shows appropriaie physical development for his chronological age, He
enjoys all types of activities including fishing, swimming, camping etc,

since his reception into care his interaction with peers and adults has improved. Lewis has built a good
relationship with his key worker and is becoming more willing to explore his feelings, 'He can at times
experience problems with peers within the residential unit, when his immature behaviour causes conflict.

Lewis has sertled well at Kibble School and has benefited from both the educational and residential setting,
As can be seen from his current school report he is a very positive pupil who is achieving well in all classes.

The School

Lewis changed primary schools in response to location changes while living in the North of Scotland and
again moving to Ayrshire. ‘

Lewis initially attended Marr College, Troon, where a referral to the Reporter's Department in response to
problematic incidents within school, in combination with truancy issues and the school’s knowledge of
problems being experienced by Mrs Duncan with Lewis within the home. This action resulted in Lewis
being made a subject to voluntary supervision.

Lewis's immaturity coupled with difficulties experienced at Marr College suggested he could be fairly
vulnerable when moving to Irvine Royal Academy. This came to fruition with instances of truancy and
feigned illness. At that time Mrs Duncan and staff at the school had great difficulty in keeping track of
Lewis's movements which was con“nplicated by him returning to Troon to visit his dad,

In Szptember 1997 when Lewis was received in Newfield, he attended school within the resource cenfre. He
coped well with small classes and the restricted academic cirriculum, Following the assessment process a
plan was formulated to reintegrate Lewis intc Irvine Royal Academy over a short period of time.

Uniforiunately this plan was unsucc%&ssful with truancy emerging very quickly. Further part time timetables
were negotiated, however none were successful over a protracted period. In June 1998 a review decision
was 10 seek a residential school placement for Lewis. This recommendation was accepted at a Childrens
Hearing in July 1998, when placement was identified at Kibble School, Paisley.

Lewis settled well at Kibble School and has benefited from both the educational and residential setting. As
can be seen from his current school report he s 4 very positive pupil who is achieving well in all classes.

N/A Review Report

Plan of Work
|
Regular planning meetings have taken place to review Lewis’s home leave pattern. This was particularly

important due to the consistent animosity of the parents towards each other.
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By the time the writer was allocated the case in October 1998 he relationship between Lewis and his mother

had deteriorated and Lewis was reluctant to spend contact periods with her. He was clearly stating that he
wished to live with his dad when he was discharged as a day pupil.

Initially Mrs Duncan was reluctant to let this happen, however as the relaitonship with Lewis deteriorated
tawards the end of 1998 Mrs Duncan at a Looked After Review on 22" December 1998 advised that she
accepted the plan that Lewis work towards day boy status at Kibble School and to reside wi{h Mr Cameron.

Lewis is at present resident within Kibble School only one night per week, residing with Mr Cameron,
atiending the new Extended Day Programme within the school. This programme aims to offer an effective
alternative (o residential care and will offer additional supports to Lewis as he moves from residential status
to the eventual goals of day boy." North Ayrshire Social Work Directorate have agreed to finance this place
until the Education Directorate agree to take over financial responsibility of this case.

Staff from Kibble and the writer will co-work in home visits to Lewis and Mr Cameron. The aim of these
visits being (o ensure any problems are openly discussed and hopefully resolved and to assist Mr Cameron to
set appropriate boundaries on Lewis’s behaviour,

Mr Cameron is at present employed as a carer for Glesgow Inclusion. He works on a flexible rota and has
been able to work around Lewis’s home contact. It has been made clear to Mr Cameron on severel
oecasions that it is not appropriate for Lewis to accompany him to his work.

Meeting will also be set up 10 facilitate contact between Lewis and his mother. The aim being to facilitate 2

rebuilding of a positive relationship. Lewis is resistant at the present time to having contact with his mother,
.r to taking part in discussions to explore the reasons behind this. It is hoped that with time and
encouragerment Lewis and Mrs Duncan will be able to resolve at least some of their difficulties.

. |

The constant animosity demonstrated by both Mis Duncan and Mr Cameron has a direct impact on Lewis’s
behaviour and impacts on his relationship with his mother. It also offers Lewis the opportunity to continue

to manipulate both parents.

Following Lewis's reception into care to Dalrvmple Place Childrens Unit and Newfield Resource Centre,
reintegration to mainstream education was attempted on several occasions, when these plans failed Lewis
moved to reside at Kibble Schoot on 18" August 1998.

Since this time Lewis has settled both within the residential and educational environment, enjoying the small
class setiings offered within Kibble School. As shown by his education report Lewis is achieving well in all
subjects, he has midweek leave from the school to Mr Cameron’s home and has demonstrated the ability to

return to the school for classes.

It has been recognised that Lewis doas not require the structure of the residential unit at this time, the only
reason for his continued residential status being the conflict over which parent he should reside with.
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While taking on board Mrs Duncan's point that Mr Cameron is not Lewis’s natural father and has no legal

rights regarding Lewis. He has been the father figure throughout Lewis's formative years and has continued
to support both Lewis and his brother since the family unit split.

-6-

Lewis has consistently clearly stated that he wishes to reside with Mr Cameron, Mrs Duncan’s initial
objections to this plan caused a further deterioration in the already fragile relationship between mother and
son. It is hoped that with assistance Lewis and his mother will be able to confront and discuss their
difficulties and to form a positive relationship in the future. !

Mr Cameron will require support as he takes on the role of single parent, having day to day care cf Lewis,
rather than part time contact and the need fo set appropriate boundaries on Lewis's behaviour. Mr Cameron
lias been able to negotiate his work rota around Lewis's leave, hopefully he will continue to be able to do so
on 4 full time basis, which will prevent a conflict of interests. We would continue to state that Lewis should

no: accompany Mr Cameron to work.

. would therefore request thut the Supervision Requirement under Section 70(3) Children (Scotland) Act
1995 be varied to allow Lewis to reside with Mr Cameron at 8 Logan Drive, Troon, with condition that he

attend Kibble School.

: @/l/\/(/u

LINDA CURRIE
SQCIAL WORKER
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